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What will Canada do about the continued threat posed
by the 34,145 nuclear weapons in the world?

By Independent Sen.
ﬂCIILIGIEA..S ROCHE
W’Iml will Canada do

ahout the continued
threal posed by the 34,145
nuclear weapons in the
world? A recent roundtable
In Ottawa of A0 invited
experts charted a course
for Canada to follow, which
would involve the govern-
ment building a new diplo-
matic bridge for global
secuty.

An ambitious project,
yeas Bul it is one that the
new Martin govemment is
perfactly positioned o
undertake.

Prime Minister Paunl
Martin has clearly taken up
the challenge of re-building
good relations between
Canada and the United
States while also reaching
oul to shore up the United
Mations as the cornerstons
of international securily.
The Gitawa Roundtable
showed him how Lo elfec-
Lively pursue both priori-
lies,

The roundtahle had its
orlgins inan International
Pugwash conference held
In Halifax in July, 2003,
Pugwash, named for the
Mova Scotia village whers
the industriglist Cyrus
Eaton founded an organi-
Eation of srlentists o oon-
tain the development of
nuclear weapons, won the
Mobel Peace Prize in 1885,
The Halifax conference
wrged governments to lake
new steps toward nuelear
disarmament when the 35-
rear-old nuclear Mon-Pro-
iferation Treaty (NPT is
reviewed in 2005 al the
United Mations. The Cana-
dian Pugwash Group,
along with the Middls Pow-
ers Initlative, an interna-
tional organization special-
lzing in nuclear disarma-
ment and that has three
Mohel Peace laureates on
s steering commities,
organized the roundiable
to produce a palicy paper
for Canada. The Depart-
ment ol Foreign Affalrs
and International Trade
gave its support and finan-
cial help.

The most recent round-
tahle, held from Feh. 26-27,
brought together such
prominent figures as Mau-
rice Strong, policy adviser
to Prime Minister Paul
Martin and personal enviy
of LN, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan to the Korean
nuclear  negotiations;
Ambassador Sergio Duarte
of Brazil, expecield o pre-
glde over the 2006 NPT
Review, Tarig Rauf, head of
verifllcation and security
policy for the International
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PM Masny Bas TAREN UP THE CHAL-
YD RELATEINS BETWEEN Canana axn ULE,

Altomic Energy Agency
(TAEAY, and Canada’s
Ambassador for Disarma-
ment Paul Meyer.

Sevaral speakers point-
el to the central issue fac-
Ing the NPT Review: the
Lreaty was supposad o be a
hargain  belween  the
Nuclear Weapons Slales
(the 1L5., Hussia, the LK.,
Franee and Chinad and the
rest of the world. Mon-
nuclear states undertook
not te acquire nuclear
weapons in return for the
nuclear powers negotiating
the elimination of theirs.
Far from moving in this
direction, the nuclear pow-
ers are modernizing thelr
arsenals (while lowaring
thelr overall tatal num-
hersi, and other states
(India, Pakistan, lsrael)
have now jolned the
nuclear club or have estab-
lished new weapons pro-
grams (Morth Korea, Iran,
Litya). The nuclear powers
have not Hved up Lo their
promisas to rid the world of
nuclear weapons; now they
are seelng the resulls of
their inaction.

Deaspite recent progress
In monitoring  nuclear
activity in Iran and Litya,
the present trend of prolif-
eralion is undermining the
strength and integrity of
the MFT. The Morth Korean
mave to develop nuclear
weapons 15 a blow to the
NI, said Maurice Strong,
bl thers i5 a prospect for g
diplomatic salution. How-
evir, clandesline weapons
programs are now being
pursued and terrorists will
Inevitably gain access to
nuclear materials and tech-
nology, i not actual
weapons. The last review of
the NPT, in 2000, said that
the only absolute guaranize
against Lhe use of nuclear
waapons by Lerrorists is
their total elimination.

The IAEA has verdlica-
tion and safeguards pro-

crams, bul as Tarig Rauf
pointed out, the budget for
this work iIs only $100-mil-
lton a year - the same
amount of money the LS.
alone spends every day on
the maintenance af its
nuclear weapons,

Delence against nuclear
weapons “does not warrant
the indefinite possession of
nuclear weapons,” said
Ambassador Doarte, whose
own country of Brazil
abandoned its nuclear
weapons program. “There
[i5] no =sensible altzmative
to nuclear disarmament if
we alm al 8 more secure
and safle ntemational envi-
ronment.”

The Roundiable square
Iy laced Canada’s dilemma.
Canada alone cannob sto
the nuclear trend, expetl'dE
Iy since the devalopment of
A new nuelear age has been
lesl by the Bush Adminis-
tration in the U5, Canada
wants good relations with
the 5. - but it also wanis
renuine nuclear disarma-
ment, What to do? Build a
bridge, sald Roundiable
participants.

The nuelear debate has,
on the one side, the recalel-
trant nuclear weapons
powers, and on the other,
the Non-Aligned Move-
ment that wanis immediate
negotiations to lead o zero
nuelear weapons within a
specific time pariod, such
ns 10-15 years. The cenlre
of this dehate is acoupled

by & group of countries
called the MNew Agenda
Coalition (Brazil, Egypt,
[reland, Mexico, New
Zealand, South Africa,
Sweden), which is calling
for steady progress in
implementing the 13 Practi-
cal Steps agreed upon in
the NPT 2000 Review. A
ban an all miclear esting is
one of Lhese steps, yel Lhe
L5, has rejected a lesl ban.

Canada has voted in
support of the New Agen-
da’s principal resalution at
the LN, two years inoa row,
But it won't join the New
Agenda because that would
conflict with MATO policy,
which still holds that
nuclear Weapons Are
“essantial.” Canada, as a
loyal member of NATO,
should build a bridge
hetwean MATO and the
Mew Agenda countries so
that, together, these impor-
tant middle power coun-
tries can strengthen the
centre af the nuclear
weapons debate,

What would Canada do
to build this bridge? The
roundtable had several
ideas: Encourage NATO
states to work with New
Apenda countries to get
nuclear weapons aut of
Furope; seek agresmeant
within MATO for a Full-
Nedgad review of nuclear
weapons policies (Canada
wis snccessiul In promot-
ing this in NATO five years
ago, and should do so again
with a tougher outcome in
mind); organize regular
meetings belween MATO
moderates and Mew Agan-
da countries to develop
common positions. The
Pugwash-Middle Powers
Initiativie Policy Paper will
be t==sued in mid-Maich, in
time for a preparatory
meeting next month for the
2005 Review

Such steps would help
Canada to enargize the
global dialogue on nuclear
weapons, and bridge the
;%_::p:; hetween the poles of
the nuclear debate. Most of
all, Canada must put fo-
wind some new proposals
for worldwide muclear dis
armament at this moment,

go to: www.Josephkmayer.com

when It is thinking of join-
ing in the .5, Ballistic Mis-
sile Defence program,
which many experts hold
will further de-stabilize Lhe
wiorld,

The U.5. and other
nuclear weapons stales
wold have to take notice
of these steps. And, in the
5. the NPT could he

saved o 2006, That would
be no small contribution
the Martin government
comld make to bath the LS,
and the LN,

Seral or Douglas Rocke,
former Canadian Ambas-
sl r for Disermament, is
Chairmon of the Middie
Powers Initart ive.
The Hill Times

Before you

get suckered
again. .

Last meonth, the Sierra Club of Canada
helidl an Ot news conference o re-announce is 10
mon th-old shady of housshold dust in Svdney, Cape

Breton.

Aonational news arganization, given “advanc” deils
af the repeat announcermeant, ran seary headline like,

“Tencic tar ponis put children at risk”,

The study tstesd household dust samples, collactd by
Sierra Club volunteers, for lead and arsenic. From these,
it estimated petential lead levels in Salney chikdren. It
speculzated there was “a one to 15% chance” chiklran
might carry kil above internationally accepted

elnidelines.

[t sounded awful—unless you knew what the Sierra
Club Failed b tell reperters. Public Health nursss
alresly tesbd the blocd of Svdney children, ad not 2
single one hai elevated lesd levels. Not one.

You can find thet study at wavcgorns.cahelth,

The reparter whio wrote the seary story wae dismersd o
learn the Eacts the Sierra Club cmitted. Bub her neas
organization declined b man a comection, or @en a
fiollins-uip shory, Childfren ad visk is neves, ChEdren ane

e is nt

Swdney reporters know oo much about the Tar Ponds
—and the Siarra Club—to fall for such fear
mengering. Their Fadiamentary colleagues shoulil be

1 less diligent.

AMlwe sk is that vou apply the same skepticism b our
critics a4 vou appropriately apply o us,

...call us for the facts.

Parker Donham

Svidney Tar Ponds Agency
parker@ kempthead.ca
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