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To build policies for common security, basic principles need to be agreed upon. Is there basic

agreement within Canada’s Parliament for a human security agenda? As a new Parliament in Canada
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Liberal MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, left, Bloc Québécois MP Alexis Brunelle-Duceppe, NDP MP Heather McPherson, and ROGERS
Green MP Elizabeth May all signed Doug Roche's statement of principle. He sent the statement to five Members of Parliament

from five different parties, and noted that if they signed, there would be no implication they were speaking for their party, just

exercising their right as a Member of Parliament to express views. The Hill Times photographs by Andrew Meade, Sam Garcia and courtesy of APR 5. 2021
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EDMONTON—World problems centring around COVID-19, climate change, nuclear - what?

weapons, and inequalities pose immense challenges to political systems everywhere. The
well-being of all humanity is at stake. An agenda for common survival is urgent. As the
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COP26 climate conference in Glasgow showed, world cooperation is more necessary now
than ever before.

To build policies for common security, basic principles need to be agreed upon. Is there basic
agreement within Canada’s Parliament for a human security agenda? As a new Parliament in
Canada commences, it would be inspiring to see an expression of common beliefs on vital FEB 22, 2021
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issues. I decided to test the idea and, with my assistant Khalid Yaqub, wrote, “A Statement of
Principles on Human Security” (printed below).
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I sent the statement to five Members of Parliament from five different parties, and noted The ultimate

that if they signed, there would be no implication they were speaking for their party, just renewable resource.

exercising their right as a Member of Parliament to express views. The following four MPs
signed the statement: Liberal MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, Bloc MP Alexis Brunelle-
Duceppe, NDP MP Heather McPherson, and Green Party MP Elizabeth May.

These four should be applauded for identifying themselves with a common set of principles.

But three Conservative MPs, whom I approached, declined. Is there something in the
Conservative platform that would preclude Conservative MPs from supporting a statement
of principles as apolitical as this one? Read the statement below and decide for yourself. The

exercise showed me how difficult it is in modern politics to get political agreement even on
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issues that are essential to our very survival. The fact that MPs from four parties did agree is
hopeful.

Statement of Principles on Human Security

1. World cooperation is essential to resolve the security, economic, social, and
environmental problems that leap across national borders. Canada must contribute actively

to this process.
From carbon capture to small

e e e . : : . modular reactors, Canada’s

2. Political institutions must regain a sense of confidence—the kind of confidence shown by
. . energy produccrs have the
world leaders at the end of World War II when they started the United Nations to save : -
tools and the imagination to

humanity from the scourge of war and advance economic and social justice everywhere. make gains in the fight
against climate change.
3. Governments must build on the achievements of the multilateral system: for example,

there has been no world war in the past 75 years; hundreds of millions of people have been LEARN MORE » CANADIAN

lifted out of poverty; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has enabled countless MINING

people to live safer, longer, and more dignified lives.

100 Years of Women MPs

Commemorating a century of women breaking
parliamentary glass ceilings

4. We support the 12 commitments already made by states at the 75th anniversary of the UN
in 2020: leave no one behind; protect the planet; promote peace and prevent conflict; abide
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by international law and ensure justice; place women and girls at the centre; build trust;
improve digital cooperation; upgrade the United Nations; ensure sustainable financing;

boost partnerships; listen to and work with youth; be prepared for future crises, including, Speakers Include:
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but not limited to, public health crises.
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5. The immediate pandemic crisis demands a massive global vaccination program as a chief
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6. We call for stronger measures to ensure Canada does not contribute to genocide and other
crimes against humanity, via arm sales, diplomatic cover, or by turning a blind eye. People
have a right to peace and security. This includes: food, health care, water and sanitation,
education and decent work, which the Sustainable Development Goals help provide.

7. No meaningful social progress is possible without the active participation of women and
girls. Women'’s equal leadership, economic inclusion, and gender-balanced decision-
making strengthen the world community.

8. Canada must fulfill its international obligations to eliminate Canada’s greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050.

9. Governments must give broader support for non-proliferation and the goal of a world free
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction; effective control of
conventional weapons; and regulation of new weapons of technology. The Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is a step towards the eventual elimination of nuclear

weapons.
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10. We support the call, made by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in his new
document, “Our Common Agenda,” for a “Summit of the Future” in 2023, involving
governments, principal international institutions, and civil society to forge a new global
consensus on strengthening human security.

This statement of principle was signed by Liberal MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, Bloc
Québécois MP Alexis Brunelle-Duceppe, NDP MP Heather McPherson, and Green MP
Elizabeth May.
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Douglas Roche is a former Canadian Senator. His most recent book is Recovery: Peace Prospects in
the Biden Era.
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Conservative Senate Leader Plett Canada may be back at pre- Conservatives raise questions of s NOV 24,2021 .
taking ‘a few weeks’ off for ‘personal pandemic employment levels, but privilege about House clerk Robert ¢ The new space race is Canada’s to
health reasons,’ Sen. Housakos the hard part isn’t over, say experts and Hill-mandated vaccination rules lose
taking over as interim leader | By ALICE CHEN | By ABBAS RANA
| By ABBAS RANA ‘ 'Once the tide rolls out on '{ i &= Conservatives argue that

Conservative Sen. Don - all of this rebound, we're = the House vaccination

Plett declined to say why expecting fairly weak rules should be finalized by

Sen. Denise Batters NOV 22, 2021

remains a member of the

%= Conservative Senate
caucus despite her

expulsion from the national caucus.

Green lobby ready to press
on, following environment-
focused October

| By JESSE CNOCKAERT 3:21 PM ET
After four months in the
# top spot, lobbying related
to economic development
fell behind advocacy
related to the environment
in October.

Following Three Amigos summit,
Canada looking for friends in U.S.
Senate to curtail EV tax credit

| By NEIL MOSS
2 With the American Senate's
even-split among party
lines, U.S. Democratic
West Virginia is 'a decent
bet to upset the vote, says
Automotive Parts Manufacturers'
Association president Flavio Volpe.

Senator Joe Manchin of

economic growth for
p Canada, says the
Conference Board of
Canada's Pedro Antunes.

‘COVID is just purely an excuse’:
Advocates call for auditor general
review of access to information regime
I By NEIL MOSS

A September report from
Information Commissioner
Caroline Maynard found
that nine separate

_ complaints of access to

information delay were

‘well founded.

Inflation pressures on

economy, workforce ‘absolutely

surprised’ everyone, including

BoC, says top economist

| By MIKE LAPOINTE

\ . There have been a variety
s i of reasons why inflation

*  has 'absolutely surprised'

& everyone, including the

persistence of strong

energy prices and how

widespread supply issues have been

globally, says BMO's Douglas Porter.
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Canada Post community hubs a
‘very good value proposition’, but
can’t go too far into private sector
services, say Liberal, Tory MPs

| By ALICE CHEN

Wl s A new community hub in
‘Welco .
| Tl tawa northe:rn Alb(?rta includes
. - financial services, money
s transfers, business
supplies, access to local
business and community
information, electrical vehicle charging,
and and postal and parcel boxes.

House committees set to be
whipped up as MPs settle in

| By LAURA RYCKEWAERT
! How committees are
struck and how long it
| takes varies Parliament to
Parliament, and depends
on what parties agree to
through negotiations.
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